
This research explores how dental services can be better

integrated into wider health and social care for people

experiencing homelessness, addiction and other forms of

severe and multiple disadvantage.

Working with the University of Plymouth, the team involves

stakeholders including people with lived experience,

healthcare professionals, third-sector organisations and

service planners.

Methods include qualitative and mixed-methods

evaluations of outreach and inclusion health dental

services, as well as studies on peer-led oral health

promotion.

Findings are used to inform service development and

support discussions with funders and commissioners on

models of care.
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Impact of the PDSE social enterprise model on workforce and
communities

This PDSE-funded programme explores the social, economic and clinical impact of the Peninsula

Dental Social Enterprise model over the past decade.

The research examines how PDSE services have evolved in response to changing population oral

health needs, and who has been reached through our clinical and educational provision.

Working with students, patients, clinical teams and external stakeholders, the study gathers

perspectives on training, service delivery and organisational impact. It also explores opportunities

for future development through an oral health inequalities lens.

Findings will be used to highlight areas of impact, inform strategic development, and support wider

understanding of social enterprise models in dentistry.
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Improving the oral health of people in prison and on release

This project, funded by the Royal College of Surgeons of England, aims to develop tools to

understand the oral health needs of people in prison and after they are released. It works with

people with experience of the criminal justice system and community partners to develop

questionnaires about oral health, access to dental care, and untreated dental problems.

The findings will help shape future research and support better oral health services in prison and

after release.
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